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Irene Gut was just 17 in 1939, when the Germans and Russians devoured her native Poland. Just a

girl, really. But a girl who saw evil and chose to defy it.
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Engrossing! I read this book in one sitting, because I could not bear to put it down. I'm not easily

moved, but Ms. Opdyke's story of life as a young woman in Nazi occupied Poland moved me. I don't

easily cry, but I shamelessly cried several times while reading this book.This is an inspiring tale of

courage and resistence in the face of unambiguous evil. It is also the hope-filled story of grace

found among the most surprising of individuals: two Soviet physicians consipring to help a young

prisoner of war to escape; a Wehrmacht Officer's Club manager blithely feeding slave laborers with

luxuries intended for the "master race;" a simple Ukranian priest openly preaching resistence; a

Nazi officer sheltering Jews in the basement of his villa!Above all, this is a story of choices: a story

of ordinary people immersed in a living hell, who chose to keep faith with each other, their ideals,

their country, and their God.In a time when too many among us seek to avoid responsibility, here we

find the story of a young woman who willingly took responsibility for herself and dozens of others. In

a time when politicians conveniently twist "values education" to their own advantage, here we find

the story of a woman whose religious and ethical heritage repeatedly demanded the best of her,

even under the most dangerous of circumstances. Here we find a heroine on the order of Oscar

Schindler or Raul Wallenburg. This life-affirming tale demonstrates that even under the most

extreme circumstances, one righteous person can still change the world for the better. For that



reason alone, this book is worth reading.If you have been wounded too often, and have become just

a little too cynical about the world, read this book.

Although Poland was a fiercely anti-Semitic country, the nation which lost the highest percentage of

its prewar Jewish population, and the nation where at least half of the murdered were from,

ironically the largest number of people recognised by Yad Vashem as Righteous Among the

Nations also came from Poland. Irena Gutowna (Irene Gut) is one of those people. The foundations

for her heroic actions were laid in her childhood, when she and her four younger sisters would often

rescue injured or abandoned animals and tend them back to life and health, as well as frequently

showing kindness to less fortunate people as well. She was very angry and resentful that her

beloved homeland of Poland had to suffer so much under the hands of both the Nazis and the

Soviets, and knew she had to do all she could to fight both forces. At both the beginning and the

end of the war, she fought with the Polish partisans in the woods; both times her partisan activities

were brought to a grinding halt when she was captured and arrested by the Soviets, but both times

she also managed to escape. After her first escape, she was found by other Russians and taken in

her unconscious bruised and battered state to a nearby hospital in what is now the Ukraine, and

after her recovery she was put to work as a nurse, having been a student nurse before the war.

After escaping there when the new head doctor tried to attack her, she worked in a small Soviet

village for a year, posing as the cousin of a female doctor and being her assistant, before she was

able to go back home to Poland, eventually ending up in Ternopol, the city she had been in before

she'd escaped the hospital where she was also a prisoner.
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